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The President convened the meeting of the Cabinet at 12:03 p.m. 
He invited Secretary Rusk to give a report on the Honolulu Con- 
[ference and the situation in Czechoslovakia. 

[Secretary Rusk 12:03 - 12;15 p.m . 

tSc Honolulu Conference "was not a meeting called to malj<# dramatic 
JecPiions. " 



:'he Pr^^irlent has kept in regular touch with the leaders of South 
''ietnam, >^eeting them on an average of every siy^onths. 
'President^hieu had been scheduled for a Statey^sit here, but for 
reasons out tKere and here, it was mutually ao^ed that it was not 
the best time f a visit to the United Statesy^Some of the Press 
found it hard to aSscopt this reasoning. The/f tried to build up the 
Honolulu ConferencNt; into something speqjRicular. 

"I was personally imp^ssed by the nolfiiturity and development of 
President Thieu. He ha^ grown in Jns grasp of social and military 
matters, . . . There is a ne^ vigonmow in the political institutions 

mcouraged by new evidence of real 
im. 



of South Vietnam. . . . "V^ 
political progress in South 



^ )n the military side, the/troopsW North Vietnam and the Viet Cong 
seem to be planning a rn^or wave d!Synew assaults. Secretary Clifford 
gave us that report af^r his trip out Qiere. Captured dm m , nts and 
intelligence and they^ttern of local attaoks confirm our ^•stl^late. We 
^ind it hard to rela^ these facts to the PaX^ talks and any desire on 
^e other side to^e-escalati-. Traffic on thXffo Chi Minh Trail is 
irger than Qjkr . Yet some people sense a luKL It would be very 
pay for the/other side in Paris to whisper behii^their hand if they 
leally wa^d to tell us about a real lull. But theyN^ven't done that. 

J'T},,. .statements showed that he has been thinking >i broad terms 

i w. future of Southeast Asia. . . he is interested inV^ing both 
So/th Vietnam and North Vietnam in the United Nations. 



nu-..ni,]J>*t4^^,,.l ...11.. I lor any r|,u , , .,1, .ib^b...).., i..-. 
han boon •r"^>*||tMmprovcm#*nt by the S<3j>l#r*^i7tnamrM.. m 
l,nn»1in,. (l,.ir ,,u.„ A>tVi^l.\,pcoii. .^^>«rrr.,|,ould h*V« 800. 000 

' <•>:"'•''■■•• I'l"" .•(>(), Odd |..>i..ri>K^>rrr^>»,*f<7li.- fi.-l(i 1^. ' end of 

iIh- y. •.»!•. riiry .tr. 1.. 11. 1 I r..^j>><^ncl l)rtt.«r cqmpj,, ,1 u-.v. . 

"Sornr of tho prrHB tpirfffTtf. < r.-.iti- thf^><^ctatl<m of a bombinR 
pauMr. 'i'hrn, \vlj,#*^t; failrfl td 11 iat<- r ia 1 iz,rS^<'y tri<-fl to .say that 
wo Imd liar<lcp<<r our position at tin- talks. ThilKis jvint not true. 

"W« c^^nh&ntUe anythlnR fhHt is coming up In the ficldN^hcro in. 
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Secretary RuNk prt>iu'cdc»d with a Bummary of the sitxiation in 
Cisrchodlovftkia. 

"Wr art- VN jtJUHning, 1 tliink, one ol tlioHc rare watcruheds in world 
hiitory, certainly in Communiit history. It may oven be th*t the 
watershi'd is behind ui now. 



"Siiu r January, C/ochoslovakia has ix-rn . ■ m. ih ron^-.h a historic 
fllOrt to looftfn np anrl twovc to dotnov r.iiu mh lalisiu. i'hcy have 
biM-n tryinin to loo.srn lln'ir relations with tlieir nt>ighbor8, between 
the presH anil the pioplo at home, the nature of Communism and 
the role of the Communist Party. They have opened up divisions 
^^^jll^ternally and in the block by their queHtioning of the place of the 
Party and the present arrangements of the Warsaw Pact. 

"Th«> Snvi. t.s are ( om ernrd and they have real cause for concern 
about tlu- evt)lutit)n ol Cloiuniunism in Czechoslovakia and the infec- 
tious quality of the C»echoalovakia example for such nations as 
Poland, and perhaps even the Soviet Union itself. 

"Changes in Sovut I 110.11 h.is. Ih»-ir o\>> n inoitientum .ilr.'aily. 

This is a uui jor roni ronta tion betwe. n (he USSR and Csr.echoslovakia, 
and it has caused a deep split in the camp. East Germany Is the 
strongest critic of Chechoslovakia but most West European Coimnu- 
nist partios ..re either pro-C»echo8lovakia or advocates of caution 
and moderation. 
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resiilts of the talks (in Ciema). It is a real 
dileixima for the Soviet Union, They will pay a fantastic price if 
they move by force -- and an equally ^avy price i^itliey^o not 
(resolve) this inajor event. 

"We have used all restraint to stay out of it. We have not wanted 
to give the Soviets any excuse for direct action against ih& Czechajj 
We don't want to provoke them on any pretext. 

"I think the two sides will find a formula and it may include some 
Czech compromises." 

^e President invited Ambassador Ball to give a brief^eport on 
thexituation in the Middle East. 
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AMBASSADOR BALL 12:15 - 12:20 p.m. 

The situationXs still at deadlock. Dr. Jarr^g "has worked hard 
and well" to resbjA^e the dilemma but maioy^ difficulties remain. 

"My first effort was tta^reak the proo^ural deadlock. . . . There 
is some Arab desire to Negotiate, Wt the Israelis will talk only on 
bilateral terms and to the >oint o£/a contractual peace treaty. 

"I talked to the Israelis befor(,^Ssny trip, emphasizing the hard 
problems of bilateral negottationS. . . 1 did not think that I had 
succeeded in persuading them, but\wo days before my arrival in 
the Middle East, the Israelis asked the Arabs some questions 
through Jarring. . . so/we have some movement. . . .1 hit this point 
very hard with the j^ople in Jerusalem. \. There is some chanpe 
now, though they will not admit it in publicV They also asked me, 
when I was in Jerusalem, to put some questidns to King Hussein. 
They were unacceptable as couched, but it is aVindication of 
movement and it does offer something to chew 
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wants a settlement but Nasse 



r is standing firito against it 



